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Course Syllabus 
 
Course Information 
  
Course Title: Psychology 
  
Course Number: 234 
  
Course Date: Semester course (Fall) 
  
Course Location: Room  228 
  
Instructor(s): Beth. Kilgore bkilgore@rsu22.us 
  
Course Description: Psychology is the scientific study of the behavior of individuals and their 

mental processes.  The goals of psychology are to describe, explain, predict, 
control, and improve human life.  This course covers such topics as the 
scientific method of inquiry, biopsychology, personality development, 
psychological disorders, intelligence, memory, and learning.  Each year 
Acadia Hospital graciously sends representatives for a panel discussion in an 
attempt to address the stigma that still surrounds mental health.  

  
Prerequisite/Program: Senior level 
 
Graduation Standards: See below 
 
Standards: Scientific Inquiry Domain 

Ethical issues in research with human and animals 
 
Scientific Inquiry Domain 
Basic concepts of data analysis 
 
Biopsychology Domain 
The interaction between biological factors and experience 
 
Cognition Domain 
Encoding, Storage, and Retrieval of Memory 
 
Individual Variation Domain 
Personality 
 
Individual Variation Domain 
Psychological disorders 

 
       21st Century Learning Expectations 

mailto:bkilgore@rsu22.us


● Learning Habits (self-directed, lifelong learner; clear, effective 
communicator) 

● Collaboration (responsible and involved citizen) 
● Complex Reasoning (creative and practical problem solver; 

integrative and informed thinker)  
 
 
Learning Outcomes 

1.      Be able to identify major fields of study (current and historical) within 
psychology and articulate their similarities and differences. 

2.      Be able to understand and appreciate the importance of hindsight bias, 
correlation and causation and ethics in the field of psychology. 

3.      Be able to able to articulate the basic principles, major theories, and 
research concerning learning and cognition. 

4.      Be able to identify and discuss the biological basis of behavior in 
connection to the different theories. 

5.      Be able to discuss the symptoms, possible causes, and proposed 
treatment for the major categories of psychological disorders. 

6.      Be able to describe how personality develops, the different stages, 
traits, and theories of personality. 

  
Instructional Methods 
  
Methods: Students will be expected to participate in class discussions, create and 

present group projects, and respond to assigned readings.  Circle discussions 
are frequent with students expected to collaborate with the class on 
analyzing, interpreting, and evaluating articles and videos on a variety of 
psychology topics. 

  
Supporting Materials 
  
Online text: https://openstax.org/details/books/psychology (selected passages) 
Online articles from psychology periodicals and mass media platforms 
  
Assignments 

. 
Major Themes/Units 

● Introduction 
○ Historical roots, Scientific method, Eugenics, Gestalt, Correlation and Causation, Ethics 
○ Milgram Experiment, Stanford Prison Experiment, and Abu Ghraib prison 

● Biopsychology 
○ Mini research project on current research in the field of biopsychology 
○ The Brain: basic understanding of the areas responsible for human thought and behavior 
○ The strange case of Phineas Gage 
○ The Boy Who Was Raised as A Dog:  Chapter reading and construction of an abstract 
○ Sensation and Perception: How do they shape our understanding of our world? 

● Personality Development 
○ Traits, Nature vs Nurture, etc 
○ Theories and perspectives: Freud, Pavlov, Skinner, Bandura, etc. 

● Psychological Disorders 
○ Personality disorders (exploring the myths and realities of psychopathy/APD and an 

introduction to the other forms of personality disorders) 
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○ Differences between personality disorders and psychological disorders (mood disorders 
and other clinical disorders) 

○ Schizophrenia as a model for student presentations on major psychological disorders 
○ History of mental health and inanity 

● Cognition 
○ IQ tests, cultural bias, and intelligence 
○ Memory: processing, storage, retrieval, and misinformation 

 
Assessment  
  
Formative assessment tools 

● Questions on Google Classroom  
● Quizzes using online app (Socrative Student) 
● Class discussions 
● Exit tickets 

 
Summative assessment tools 

● Reading quizzes (objective and subjective) 
● Writing assignments 
● Video reflections 
● Projects and presentations  
● Unit exams and Final exam 

 
 
  
Grading Policy Students are expected to come to class having done the readings and prep 

work assigned so that the class can move forward through the curriculum. 
Frequent quizzes will be the norm to assess understanding of the readings 
and materials.  Late points or no credit for other assignments will be 
determined at the discretion of the teacher.  At some point, the validity of the 
student work is no longer acceptable due to the timing of the curriculum or 
end of ranking period.  
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